
MS Civics, Government, and Economics - SS2049 Scope and Sequence

Unit Topic Lesson Lesson Objectives

Introduction to Civics

Introduction to Civics

What Is Civics?

Define civics

Describe the nature of civics

Summarize reasons why civics is important

Methods Used to Study Civics

Explain the study of demographics

Identify the reasons for taking a census

Study the history of census taking

Summarize the purposes for understanding population changes

Civics in the United States Today

Explain the relationship between civics and citizenship

Summarize current issues facing Americans in civics, government, and economics

Trace the evolution of civics through history

Social Studies Skills

Character Building

Examine situations and determine which character traits are being displayed

Explain the characteristics that represent good character

Identify differences between personality and character

Identify ways to model good character

Making Informed Decisions

Define an informed decision and explain the importance of making such decisions

Explain the use of a decision-making chart in guiding a decision

Identify and evaluate sources of information

Make an informed decision on a given topic

Using the Internet as a Research Tool

Distinguish relevant from irrelevant information

Evaluate the credibility of information on web sites

Identify strategies for locating information on a given topic

Political Cartoons

Analyze the main ideas of specific political cartoons

Differentiate political cartoons from other types of cartoons

Discuss the purpose of political cartoons and how they are used
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Multiple Perspectives

Compare and contrast stated positions on an issue

Define perspective

Investigate situations in which there were multiple perspectives about the same event

Government Types

What Is a Nation?

Describe the fluid nature of national boundaries

Identify the characteristics of a nation-state

Summarize the principles of sovereignty and popular sovereignty

Functions of Government

Differentiate limited government from unlimited government

Explain the purpose of government

Summarize the functions of government systems

Types of Government

Explain key elements of each government type

Identify different types of government

Identify the difference between rule of law and rule of man

The United States Constitution

Creating the United States Government

Government Philosophies

Compare and contrast political philosophies and ideas about government

Explain philosophical concepts connected to the Enlightenment such as separation of powers and natural law

Identify major political philosophers and their concepts about government

Concepts of Democracy

Analyze the benefits of a democratic government

Describe the difference between a republic and a democracy

Identify different types of democracies

Governments in the Colonies

Analyze how early colonial documents influenced American ideals and values

Describe the importance of the Magna Carta and English Bill of Rights

Identify early colonial government systems and documents

Summarize the influence of the Mayflower Compact on the early colonies
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Revolutionary Documents

Analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation

Describe the significance of the Declaration of Independence on the creation of the Constitution

Identify the importance of early state constitutions

Outline the Articles of Confederation

The US Constitution

Creation of the Constitution

Compare and contrast the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan

Describe important compromises that led to the drafting of the Constitution

Identify important historical figures who participated in the convention and their contributions

Outline the goals of the Constitutional Convention

Ratifying the Constitution

Differentiate the views of Federalists and Anti-Federalists

Explain why the Bill of Rights was added to the Constitution

Summarize how the Constitution was ratified

The Preamble

Identify the six principles in the Preamble

Interpret the goals outlined in the Preamble

Investigate examples of how the goals of the Preamble are carried out in the United States today

Structure of the Constitution

Analyze the system of checks and balances

Describe the structure of the Constitution

Explain separation of powers and the functions of each branch of government

Constitution Fundamentals

Compare elements of the US Constitution to those of other nations

Describe the principles found in the Constitution that make it unique

Identify the Constitution as the supreme law of the land

Changes to the Constitution

Amending the Constitution

Describe how interpretation has led to changing the meaning of the Constitution

Explain the process of amending the Constitution

Identify methods used for interpreting the Constitution
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The Bill of Rights

Describe the purpose of the Bill of Rights

Examine the Bill of Rights in detail

Explain the First Amendment and how it guarantees personal rights

Amendments 11-27

Describe the purposes of Amendments 11 - 27

Explain amendments to the Constitution that extended civil rights and suffrage

Identify Amendments 11 - 27 that were added to the Constitution

Summarize adjustments made to the political system through amendments added to the Constitution

Branches of Government

The Legislative Branch

Organization of Congress

Describe the Senate and House of Representatives

Distinguish the different types of Congressional Committees

Identify congressional support services

Outline the structure of Congress

Powers of Congress

Distinguish the difference between enumerated and implied powers

Examine the limitations of congressional powers

Explain the roles and responsibilities of members of Congress

How a Bill Becomes a Law

Describe the process of how a bill passes in the House of Representatives

Explain the process of how a bill passes in the Senate

Identify the origins of a bill

Summarize how a bill could become a law after reaching the president.

The Executive Branch

The Presidency

Analyze the purpose of the State of the Union Address

Identify the qualifications needed to become president

Summarize the roles and responsibilities of the president

The Vice President and Succession

Describe the role of the vice president of the United States

Examine the process of succession of the presidency as outlined by the 25th Amendment

Summarize situations in which the 25th Amendment was enacted
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Presidential Departments and Experts

Analyze the roles and responsibilities of the members of the presidential Cabinet

Explain the organization of the Executive Office of the President

Summarize the duties and responsibilities of the presidential departments

Agencies and Commissions

Describe the importance of the federal bureaucracy

Explain the purpose of independent agencies

Summarize the purpose of regulatory commissions

The Judicial Branch

The Federal Courts

Describe the structure of the federal court system

Discuss how federal judges are selected

Summarize how jurisdiction is determined in the federal courts and its role within the system

The Supreme Court

Discuss the processes and procedures of the Supreme Court

Identify the members of the current Supreme Court

Outline the structure of the Supreme Court

Summarize how judicial review increased the powers of the Supreme Court

Supreme Court Decisions

Analyze the outcome of landmark cases and how they changed society

Describe landmark cases heard by the Supreme Court

Trace how cases make it to the Supreme Court

Government on the State and Local Level

State Government

National vs. State Government

Analyze the benefits of a federalist system and supremacy clause

Describe the relationship between national and state governments

Differentiate delegated, concurrent, and reserved powers

Examine the elements of state constitutions

Identify the principles of the federal system

State Executive Branch

Describe the structure of the state executive office

Examine the roles and responsibilities of the state governor

Summarize the purpose of state executive departments
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State Legislature

Analyze state issues and how they are addressed by the state legislature

Describe the process of how a bill becomes a state law

Outline the structure of the state legislature

State Court System

Describe the different processes of selecting state judges

Evaluate the outcome of a state court decision

Explain the structure of the state judicial court system

Identify different types of state courts and the responsibilities of each

Local Government

County Government

Describe the structure and function of the county government

Examine county issues and how they are addressed by county officials

Identify the roles and responsibilities of elected and appointed county officials

City Government

Analyze major city problems and the techniques local city officials use to combat the issues

Describe the responsibilities of elected and appointed city officials

Differentiate the four types of city governments

Town and Village Government

Describe the function of town meetings

Distinguish the difference between towns, townships, and villages

Outline the organization of local government

Summarize the purpose of special districts

Community Concerns

Describe how local governments try to combat issues facing their communities

Evaluate how governments work together to meet the needs of the people

Identify the major issues affecting communities today

Tribal Government

Tribal Sovereignty

Describe Native American government systems prior to the creation of the United States

Examine the challenges pertaining to tribal sovereignty and how they are currently being addressed

Identify the goals of tribal sovereignty
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Organization of Tribal Government

Describe the organization of modern tribal government systems

Discuss the structure of tribal constitutions

Evaluate the organization and role of the tribal court system

Tribal Government and the United States

Analyze the political relationship between the United States and Native American tribes today

Compare and contrast tribal government and the government of the United States

Trace the relations and government policies between the United States and Native American tribes throughout history

Funding the Government

Creating a Government Budget

Compare and contrast how money is allocated at national, state, and local levels

Examine how the national government prepares a budget

Identify the major expenditures of national, state, and local governments

Summarize how state and local governments prepare budgets

Managing the Budget

Distinguish a budget surplus from a deficit

Evaluate the policies and regulations created to maintain and account for all public revenue

Explain the goal of balancing the budget

Sources of Government Revenue

Critique the methods used by the government to raise revenue in the United States

Describe the purpose and types of taxes created by the United States government

Explain how taxation occurs at national, state, and local levels

Summarize other methods used by the government to increase revenue

The Role of the Citizen

Citizenship

What Is a Citizen?

Distinguish the difference between legal and illegal aliens

Examine the process of naturalization

Explain what it means to be a citizen

Identify the criteria for American citizenship

The American Citizen

Describe the diversity of the American population

Discuss the evolution of immigration throughout American history

Summarize issues and legislation affecting immigration today
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Citizen Characteristics

Analyze how patriotism creates national unity

Describe the characteristics of good citizens

Identify examples that portray characteristics of good citizens

The Role of a Citizen

Citizen Rights

Distinguish between a privilege and a right

Identify unalienable rights and give examples

Outline the limitations on citizen rights

Summarize the importance of the First Amendment

Extending Civil Rights for All Citizens

Analyze how these amendments and laws have affected and changed American society

Describe the amendments and laws created to combat discrimination

Trace historical laws used to discriminate against African Americans, Hispanic Americans, Native Americans, and women in the United States

Duties and Responsibilities

Describe the duties required of United States citizens

Differentiate citizen duties and responsibilities

Identify the consequences of refusing to uphold one's civic duties

Summarize the responsibilities of United States citizens

Being an Active Citizen

Examine examples of how to be an active citizen in society

Identify the importance of being an active citizen in society

Investigate organizations and programs available to citizens that promote active citizenship

The Law's Impact on Citizenship

Sources of American Law

Identify the influences other legal systems have had on the creation of American law

Summarize types of laws that impact the entire nation

Trace the origins and evolution of the law

Civil Law vs. Criminal Law

Differentiate civil law from criminal law

Distinguish civil and criminal cases by analyzing different examples

Examine types of crime committed in the United States

Identify civil issues that could end up in court
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Court Procedures and Outcomes

Identify alternative methods of solving civil disputes

Summarize penalties for someone convicted of a crime

Trace the proceedings of a civil court lawsuit and a criminal court case

Rights of the Accused

Describe the purpose of due process

Identify the rights of the accused found in the Constitution

Summarize the reasons why rights of the accused exist

Juvenile Courts

Compare and contrast the juvenile court system to the adult court system

Examine rights of the juvenile and parents of a juvenile accused of a crime

Identify  juvenile delinquency and the goal of the juvenile court system

Outline the process of the juvenile court system

Influences on Citizenship

Family and Personal Responsibility

Analyze the importance of families to society

Evaluate examples of how people have taken responsibility for themselves and their families

Explain the importance of accepting personal responsibility for one's actions

Identify common personal responsibilities and differentiate them from civic responsibilities

Education and the Community

Distinguish different types of communities

Identify ways in which schools and communities help young people become better citizens, and how these programs make communities stronger

Summarize the importance of a good education and the ways in which it benefits citizens and society

Media and Citizenship

Describe the evolution of media and the changing influence it has had on citizenship

Evaluate the positive and negative effects of the media on citizenship

Identify forms of media that influence citizens today

Effective Leading Citizens

Qualities of an Effective Leader

Evaluate the differences between a positive leader and a dangerous leader

Explain why it is important to have effective leaders in a democratic society

List characteristics of effective leaders
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Effective Leaders in American History

Describe the leadership shown by the Founding Fathers as models of civic virtue

Examine the contributions of political leaders such as Abraham Lincoln, John Marshall, Franklin Roosevelt, and Thurgood Marshall

Summarize the contributions of civil leaders such as Fredrick Douglass, Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, Cesar Chavez, and Eleanor Roosevelt

Effective Leaders Today

Analyze techniques today's leaders use to inspire citizens and work towards making America a stronger country

Explain the contribution of these leaders to American society

Identify effective leaders in American society today

Citizens and Career Paths

Career Choices and Influences

Classify different types of jobs in the United States

Describe the importance of work

Examine ways to learn more about careers

Identify talents, interests, and aspirations that influence career choice

Employer and Employee Needs and Wants

Describe what skills and traits employers are looking for in potential employees

Distinguish the difference between a need and a want

Examine the role of education and how it can provide the skills needed in the job market

Explain the needs and wants employees may be looking for in their careers

Impact of Technology on Employment

Describe the education required to succeed in the American job market

Examine the fastest growing jobs in the United States

Identify how computer technology has led to the decline in employment in certain industries

Trace the impact technology has had in the job market

Careers in Government and Economics

Describe careers pertaining to the economy

Examine qualifications needed to pursue careers in the field of government or economics

Investigate careers in the government sector
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Citizens and the Political Process

Political Parties

History of Political Parties

Describe the function of political parties

Distinguish the different points of view of political parties on important historical issues

Explain the creation of political parties

Trace the evolution of the two-party system throughout history

Major Political Parties

Compare and contrast the platforms of the Democrats and Republicans

Identify the two major political parties in the United States

Summarize different points of view of political parties on important contemporary issues

Other Political Parties

Describe the political platforms of the largest third parties

Evaluate the impact third parties have on  national elections

Identify third parties found in the United States

Political Party Organizations and Campaigns

Describe the organization of political parties

Examine the responsibilities of political parties during campaigns

Explain the nomination process

Summarize the process of funding a major political campaign

Getting Involved

Analyze the impact volunteers have on the political process

Describe the types of political campaign jobs open to volunteers

Identify how citizens can participate in the political process

The Political Process

Citizens and Voting

Describe obstacles and techniques used to prevent groups of people from voting

Evaluate the importance of voting

Identify the qualifications and registration process citizens must adhere to in order to vote

Pursuing the Right to Vote

Analyze how allowing all citizens the right to vote has affected the United States

Describe laws passed that allowed all citizens the right to vote

Explain the women's rights movement that fought for the right to vote

Identify groups throughout American history that were not allowed to vote
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Elections and the Electoral College

Describe the types of elections in the United States

Differentiate the popular vote from the Electoral College

Investigate how the Electoral College played a role in the outcome of specific elections

Summarize how the Electoral College works

Outside Influences

Public Opinion

Describe influences on public opinion

Identify methods of measuring public opinion

Summarize how public opinion influences the government and public policy

Interest Groups

Evaluate the positive and negative aspects of interest groups

Explain the role of interest groups and methods they use to influence government

Identify different types of interest groups

Summarize the limitations placed on interest groups

Mass Media

Analyze the impact mass media has on elections

Describe the different types of mass media in the United States

Discuss the influence mass media has on shaping public policy and public opinion

Evaluate the effectiveness of government propaganda

New Technologies

Discuss how politicians have used technology in recent years to reach the citizens

Explain the influence these technologies have had in government and politics

Identify the new technologies used in government

Predict how politicians may use technology in the future

Economics

Economic Fundamentals

Introduction to Economics

Explain how limited resources and unlimited wants cause people to make choices

Explain the study of economics

Summarize the three economic questions
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The Economic Way of Thinking

Apply thinking at the margin to a given decision

Describe the difference between the cost and the consequence of a decision

Discuss the concepts of economizing, trade-offs, and thinking at the margin

Explain what is meant by the opportunity cost of a decision

Factors of Production

Describe the factors of production

Discuss the impact of the factors of production on an economy

Explain the difference between goods and services

Summarize how governments, businesses, and consumers make choices about goods and services based on the availability of resources

Economic Systems

Economic Systems

Compare and contrast the different types of economic systems

Explain what an economic system is

Identify characteristics of different economic systems

Trace the circular flow showing how households and firms interact in a market economy

Modern Economies

Define capitalism

Explain why the US economy is called a mixed market economy

Identify characteristics of modern economic systems

Trace the circular flow of a mixed market economy showing the interaction of households, firms, and government

Adam Smith and the US Economy

Discuss the ideas behind a laissez-faire government approach to the economy

Examine Adam Smith's concept of the "invisible hand" of the marketplace

Explain the importance of specialization, self-interest, competition, and economic freedom in a market economy

Identify the importance of Adam Smith to the American economic system

Supply and Demand

Supply

Analyze a supply curve

Describe the concept of supply

Discuss factors that affect supply

Explain what is meant by fixed supply
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Demand

Analyze a demand curve

Describe what is meant by price elasticity of demand

Explain the concept of demand

Identify factors that affect demand

Markets and Prices

Define what is meant by market equilibrium, market-clearing price, and market-clearing quantity

Discuss how prices provide incentives for both producers and consumers

Explain how prices are used as signals in a market economy

Identify how given changes in supply and demand affect market price and market quantity

The Banking System

Money

Analyze the benefits and risks of using modern currency

Explain the purpose and benefit of trade

Identify the functions of money

Identify the transition from using material goods as money to the form of money used today

Private Financial Institutions

Discuss the history of US banking

Examine the similarities and differences between commercial banks, credit unions, savings and loan associations, and finance companies

Explain what a bank is and how a bank makes a profit

The Federal Reserve

Analyze how the Federal Reserve System regulates the money supply

Describe the structure of the Federal Reserve System

Explain the function of the Federal Reserve System

Credit and Interest

Compare the advantages and disadvantages of using credit with those of using cash

Define credit and interest

Explain the purpose of interest and its role in the repayment of debt

Explore different types of consumer credit,  including credit cards

Personal Finances

Describe the purpose and methods of saving and how financial institutions encourage saving

Discuss the purpose of investing, types of  investments, and how risk and return affect investment choices

Examine the process of creating a personal budget

Explain compound interest
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Business Economics

Business Types and Entrepreneurs

Differentiate corporations operating for profit and those that are nonprofit

Discuss the risks and rewards of entrepreneurship

Investigate the three major types of business organizations

US Stock Markets

Describe the connection between corporations and stock

Discuss the role of the Securities and Exchange Commission in the US stock market

Examine stocks as an investment

Explain how stocks are traded

Labor Unions

Describe the collective bargaining process

Discuss the development of US labor unions

Explain the function and structure of labor unions

Summarize the gains made by labor unions and the role of labor unions today

Government and Economics

Measuring the Economy

Analyze how the inflation rate is determined

Describe the relationship between the GDP and the business cycle

Explain how the unemployment rate is determined

Identify gross domestic product

Government and the Economy

Describe techniques used by the government to promote and regulate competition

Examine potential difficulties implementing fiscal policy

Explain the national budget process, comparing it to personal budgeting

Summarize the government's role in economic expansion and recovery, including taxing, spending, and borrowing

Public Goods and Services

Explain externalities

Differentiate public goods from private goods

Discuss the reason public goods and services are necessary

Identify examples of public goods and services provided by the government
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Consumer and Property Rights

Analyze the Consumer Bill of Rights (1962)

Discuss the significance of government agencies that protect consumer rights

Explain the importance of secure property rights to the economic well-being of individual citizens and the nation

Identify the role of the government in securing legitimate property rights, including intellectual property rights

Global Government and Economics

Global Economics

Global Economics and Development

Compare the characteristics of developed economies with those of developing and underdeveloped economies

Differentiate between developed, developing, and underdeveloped countries

Evaluate the standard of living in various countries by using GDP per capita

Explain the relationship between economics and development

Changing Economies

Analyze the benefits and risks of changing economic systems

Describe the economic systems found around the world and identify countries utilizing these systems

Discuss the reasons some countries are changing their economic systems

Trace the development of the Chinese economy from a command to a mixed economy

International Trade

Describe the reasons why nations trade with each other

Discuss the costs and benefits of free trade agreements

Explain the function of trade barriers

Summarize the function of the exchange rate and how it affects the trade of goods and services

International Interdependence

Discuss the role of technology and how it has impacted trade and communication

Evaluate the pros and cons of globalization

Explain the role of resources on economic interdependence

Global Politics and the United States

United States Foreign Relations

Analyze the purpose and effectiveness of foreign aid

Describe the government's role in terms of foreign relations

Identify organizations created to promote positive foreign relations
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United States Foreign Policies

Describe the purpose of foreign policy

Distinguish foreign policy from domestic policy

Trace the evolution of foreign policy conducted by the United States

The United Nations

Analyze the role of the United Nations today

Describe the structure of the United Nations

Explain the origins of the United Nations

Global Challenges

Describe the purpose of Universal Human Rights

Evaluate the steps the United States is taking to combat global challenges

Identify challenges facing the world today
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